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The million–euro lunch: on the 
importance of compliance during dawn 
raids in Lithuania 
 

Decision No 1S-119 pf 25.09.2019. 

https://kt.gov.lt/uploads/docs/docs/4063_44a1affa13e0d04a11c2a44ccdfa437a.pdf  

The Lithuanian Competition Council has imposed a joint fine of over one million EUR 

against Mano būsto priežiūra and its subsidiary Būsto aplinka (both companies are 

part of the City Service group), providers of building maintenance services, for 

obstruction during a dawn raid and the ensuing investigation. The fine is the largest 

so far in Lithuania for a procedural infringement, and has been imposed regardless of 

the fact that the underlying investigation had been terminated due to lack of evidence. 

The alleged substantive infringement investigated by the Competition Council was 

price-fixing in public tenders. Būsto aplinka was one of three suspected undertakings, 

although all of them belonged to the same corporate group. The competition authority 

launched a dawn raid on Būsto aplinka premises. However, once the inspectors had 

arrived, it became apparent that the employee responsible for access to the e-mail 

server had gone out for lunch. The employee then took several hours to return, and 

after he did, the amount of data that could be downloaded from the e-mail server was 

less than the amount which had been logged in the system prior to the raid. 

Separately, the head of the company was summoned to arrive to the Competition 

Council a few days after the dawn raid and to bring his computer drive, which had not 

been copied up to that point. Upon analyzing the computer, the investigators found 

that some files have been removed on the evening after the dawn raid, using 

specialized file removal software. 

The price–fixing charges were eventually dropped. The Competition Council has not 

suggested that this might be due to destruction of evidence. According to the authority, 

no actual or likely effect of obstruction needs to be proved. 

The fined companies have announced they will appeal the decision, giving the courts 

an opportunity to rule on the appropriateness of joint liability and on the relevance of 

main case being dropped. Yet, the case is already a reminder that competition law 

compliance policy must include sufficient dawn raid training. 
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